“A.D. The Bible Continues”- Week 8

“Undeniable: What Even Skeptics Believe”

New Life Community Church
INTRODUCTION
One undeniable sign of God’s power is the transformation of believers’ lives.
Perhaps the most miraculous transformation occurred in Saul (also known as
Paul). As Chapter 9 of Acts begins, we see Saul pursuing Christians, intent on
their destruction. But by the end of this chapter he has become the greatest
advocate and defender of the faith. It is only through the power of the risen
Christ that such a dramatic change is possible. Not only in Saul, but in
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord. As we examine his life, we find
the kind of undeniable evidence that causes even skeptics to believe.

Ice Breaker (Optional—8 min)
Have you ever taken a journey that was unexpectedly redirected, but
drastically improved over the original plan?

STUDY QUESTIONS (45 MIN)

A Radically New Mission in Life

Q1. Read Acts 9:1-9, 15-21

Saul began his journey to Damascus intending to bind the believers and
return them to Jerusalem for judgment. But the resurrected Jesus stepped
into his path and redirected his zeal. He was in fact God’s chosen instrument
to carry His Name to Gentiles and Jews (v.15) How would you say your first
encounter with Jesus redirected your life’s path? Put yourself in Saul’s place -
from the time of his blinding encounter until he received his sight, why do
you think he didn’t eat or drink? When you sense God assigning you a new
mission in your life, how do you seek to confirm what you are hearing?

A Total Change of Character

Q2. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17; Acts 8:3; 2 Timothy 2:24-25

The promise of 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us that in Christ we are new creations.
Compare the description of Saul (Acts 8:3) with Paul’s advice in 2 Timothy
2:24-25 as he neared the end of his life. If Paul were in fact displaying the
characteristics described, then his transformed character would be evident to
all who knew him. Who do you know that is an example of the characteristics
Paul describes? Which of those characteristics would you most like to see
changed in you?

A Change in Personal Relationships

Q3. Read Acts 9:19b, 28; Philippians 4:1; 1 Peter 4:3

As a believer, Paul experienced a change in his personal relationships that we
too should find. He spent time with those who could teach him more about
Christ (Acts 9:19, 28) and developed a deep affection for other brothers in the

faith (see Philippians 4:1). Who we spend our time with often reflects what
we choose to do as well. What are some activities Peter refers to that we leave
behind in 1 Peter 4:3? Some times leaving those activities behind means
leaving old relationships behind as well. Has your faith made any old
relationships more difficult to maintain, and if so, what kind of boundaries
did you have to establish? What would you say are your most spiritually
edifying relationships?

A Willingness to Suffer for Christ

Q4. Read Philippians 3:10; Romans 8:18; 2 Timothy 1:8

As greatly as Saul had heaped abuse on the Christians, he too suffered for his
faith. In Philippians 3:10 we see that Paul sought to know Christ and the
power of His resurrection, but realized that to do so, he would participate in
great sufferings. What is it that made that suffering worthwhile? (see Romans
8:18) Paul invites Timothy, and all believers, to join in suffering for the
gospel. What do you consider some modern-day ‘sufferings” that we might be
called to experience ourselves?

WRAP-UP

A changed life, like that of Saul’s, is undeniable evidence of God’s power.
After his conversion, God redirected Saul to a new mission in life- to spread
the gospel. As Paul’s heart was changed his character became a reflection of
God’s character, a change that should be seen in all believers. He developed a
deep affection for, and spent time with those who shared his faith. And he
willingly accepted great suffering in exchange for the greatest treasure of all,
knowing Jesus Christ.

Memory Verse
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come

2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV

PRAYER (20 MIN)

Ask your group to pray for you regarding one area where you can apply this
study in your life:
Pray for your group members’ needs: (see back for more space)

Challenge: Find someone who knew you before you came to faith in Christ
and ask them what changes they have you seen in you.



Q1
Read Acts 9:3-9 in your

Acts 9:15-21 ESV - 15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a
chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and
kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he
must suffer for the sake of my name." 17 So Ananias departed and
entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came
has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and
taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the
disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 21 And all who heard him
were amazed and said, "Is not this the man who made havoc in
Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come
here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?"

Q2
2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV - 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Acts 8:3 ESV - 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering
house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed
them to prison.

2 Timothy 2:24-25 ESV - 24 And the Lord's servant must not be
quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring
evil, 25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps
grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth,

Q3

Acts 9:19b, 28 ESV — 19b For some days he was with the disciples at
Damascus. ... 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem,
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.

Philippians 4:1 ESV - 1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long
for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

1 Peter 4:3-4 NIV - 3 For you have spent enough time in the past
doing what pagans choose to do--living in debauchery, lust,
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are
surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and
they heap abuse on you.

Q4

Philippians 3:10 NIV - 10 I want to know Christ--yes, to know the
power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death,

Romans 8:18 NIV - 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not
worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

2 Timothy 1:8 NIV - 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about

our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for
the gospel, by the power of God.

Prayer requests con’t




