
 

 “Avoiding A Dead Faith” 
James – Doing Church Right  #4 

 

INTRODUCTION 
As we continue our study in the book of James we come to one of his 
most recognizable statements, “Faith without works is dead”. This verse 
has been the subject of discussion within the church. If we are saved by 
grace through faith, why do we need works? What about those who try to 
“earn” their way to heaven by works? In this study we will consider how 
we can demonstrate true faith, rather than the “dead faith” James warns 
us about. 
 
Ice Breaker (Optional): 
What was the last item you tried to use only to find the battery was dead? 
 

Study Questions (45 MIN) 
 

True Faith is Action                    
Q1. Read James 2:14-17; Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 John 3:17-18    
The word James uses for faith (pistis) refers not only to a belief, but also 
to a firm assurance or guarantee that something is true. It is not our 
faith, but what we place our faith in that ultimately must be found true. 
According to Ephesians 2:8-9 by what have we been saved, and what role 
does our faith play in our salvation?  What does verse 9 tell us about our 
works? In a life controlled by God, what response would you expect 
toward those in need? Both James 2:14 and 1 John 3:18 refer to those 
whose profession of faith is not evidenced in their actions. What are 
some thoughts, or voices, that contend against your expressing 
compassion for those in need? How might knowing that God’s love and 
power are guaranteed to you, influence your response? 
 
True Faith is Submitting to God  
Q2. Read James 2:18-19; Mark 1:24; Deuteronomy 6:4    
Clearly, James is saying that believing, without submitting to the 
Lordship of Christ, isn’t enough to save you. (James 2:19, Mark 1:24) If 
your works are not a means of salvation, why does James stress their 
importance? If believing God is one (Deuteronomy 6:4, James 2:18) is 
not sufficient to save us, why does James commend those who believe? 
In what way has your submission to God been tested?  
 

True Faith is obeying       
Q3. Read James 2:20-24; Hebrews 11:17-19     
James clarifies himself in verse 22, pointing out that faith is perfected or 
completed by our works. One example of this is when Abraham offered 
his son Isaac. What does verse 21 say he gained by the “work” of offering 

Isaac? James says this fulfilled the scripture “Abraham believed God”, in 
other words his actions were the evidence of his faith. What does 
Hebrews 11: 17-19 tell us Abraham believed about God? How did offering 
to sacrifice Isaac give the evidence of that belief? 
  
True Faith is for everyone  
Q4. Read James 2:25-26; Joshua 2:8-9; Hebrews 11:31     
The final example of works as evidence of a true faith was an unlikely 
one; not only a woman, but a prostitute, Rahab! What message do you 
think the Apostle James wanted to express to his readers by choosing 
Rahab to exemplify true faith? Based on her statement in Joshua 2:5, 
what did Rahab believe about God and how did she display her faith 
through her works? God calls all of us to a true faith that can be 
demonstrated through our works. Is there a way you feel God has called 
you to confirm your faith through action, and how have you responded? 
 

Wrap-Up 
James warns us about faith consisting of all words and no action. If we 
have a true and vibrant faith it will be evidenced in actions that reflect 
our submission to God. Through our obedience we place our complete 
confidence in Him, confirming what we believe by the way we live our 
lives. God may not call on you to sacrifice your son, or risk your own life, 
but every one of us is called on to live out our faith through submission 
and obedience as evidence to the world of the God we believe in. 
 
Memory Verse  
 

 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
       -James 2:17 ESV 
Prayer (20 MIN)  
Ask your group to pray for you regarding one area where you can 
apply this study in your life: __________________________ 
Pray for your group members’ needs: 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
Challenge: If you find that you have been professing faith but failing 
to show compassion to those in need, ask God if you need to fully 
relinquish control of your life so that He can fully express His love 
through you.  



 

Q1 
James 2:14-17 ESV - 14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says 
he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and 
one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So 
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV - 8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 
 
1 John 3:17-18 ESV - 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's 
love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk 
but in deed and in truth. 
 
Q2 
James 2:18-19 ESV - 18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I 
have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you 
do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder!  
 
Mark 1:24 ESV - 24 "What have you to do with us [unclean spirits], 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are--the Holy One of God." 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4 ESV - 4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one. 
 
Q3 
Read James 2:20-24 in your Bible 
 
Hebrews 11:17-19 ESV - 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act 
of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, "Through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named." 19 He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, 
he did receive him back. 
 

Q4 
James 2:25-26 ESV - 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and 
sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 
 
Joshua 2:8-9 ESV - 8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them 
on the roof 9 and said to the men, "I know that the LORD has given 
you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all 
the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 
 
Hebrews 11:31 ESV - 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly 
welcome to the spies. 
 
 
 
 

Prayers Con’t:  _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 


