When the man heard Jesus’ answer he recognized that He was right, and the
minutia of the religious system’s regulations regarding offerings and
sacrifices paled in comparison to a heart that loved God and others.

16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a
burnt offering. 17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. You will not
reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. - Psalm 51:16-17 NLT

6 I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know me
more than I want burnt offerings. - Hosea 6:6 NLT

Sometimes we forget what God really desires of us. What are some of the
ways we attempt to please God with “sacrifices and burnt offerings”
through our actions in today’s Christian culture?

While our outward acts of faith are not wrong, they should flow from our love
of God, not from our attempts to “be good people” or earn His favor. In
Psalm 51 David says God desires a broken spirit and repentant heart. When
our sins and the condition of a lost world break our hearts and leads us to
repentance, we have given God access to shape us into His image. Jesus told
the man he was not far from God’s Kingdom. Jesus isn't saying work just a
little harder. He’s saying you are beginning to see me as Messiah, the way the
truth and the life.

WRAP-UP

What is the most important commandment God has given us? To love Him
alone with our whole being and live our lives in a way that reflects God’s love
to our neighbors. The world has seen too many “little lords” offering false
promises of fulfillment in exchange for their devotion. And the world will
take notice if we trust in God’s word, direction, boundaries and purposes no
matter the cost. We don’t love God and our neighbors in order to be
witnesses, but we are witnesses when we demonstrate our love of God and
our neighbors in the ways we live out our lives every day.

MEMORY VERSE

30 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul,
all your mind, and all your strength.' 31 The second is equally important:
'Love your neighbor as yourself.' No other commandment is greater than
these." - Mark 12:30-31 NLT

Challenge — Spend time reflecting on God’s great love for you and allow Him
to touch your heart. Ask God to show you where you need to repent and
change your life to live it more fully for Him.

Love God, Love Others
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INTRODUCTION

After hearing Jesus’ response to the Sadducees, one of the teachers asked
Him what the most important commandment was. It appears that this man
was earnestly seeking the truth, rather than attempting to trap Jesus. At this
time the Jews labored under hundreds of commandments imposed ty their
religious leaders. Jesus’ answer gives us a clear understanding of what God
considers important, and it isn’t complicated. Love God and love others.

Ice Breaker

What do you consider the most important traffic law?

Key Passages

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing
that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?" 29 "The most important
one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord
is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31 The second is this:
'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than
these." - Mark 12:28-31 NIV

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. The Shema

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and

with all your strength. - Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NIV

When asked the greatest commandment Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy.
This verse is a part of the central prayer for the Jewish faith prayed twice
each day called the Shema. It begins with the command “hear” (Hebrew

sama"), a word that means to listen, take heed, understand and obey. In this
verse the Hebrew words y*hova '€élohim are translated LORD our GOD.

How is the LORD our GOD described in verse 4? What do you think that
means and why is that important to understand before anything else?




There are a few different words in Hebrew that can be translated as “lord”. In
the Shema the word refers to deity, but a lord can also mean master or owner.
While we may not view anything else as a deity, we can “worship” other
masters — success, wealth, sex, politics for example.

How might each of these “lesser lords” weave their way into our lives,
causing us to listen and obey them rather than listening to God alone? What
are the sources of those other lords’ voices that we need to silence to hear
God more distinctly?

Verse 5 says we are to love the LORD out of our heart, mind, soul and
strength. This is not merely encouraging us to have affection for God. The
love we are to show God demonstrates that we value Him above all else and
are devoted to Him alone. It is an “all in” form of love called agape. These
four areas (heart, mind, soul and strength) comprise an integrated human
being. We are more than our physical body, we have thoughts, emotions,
spiritual life and purpose. We cannot separate out our spiritual life from the
rest of our life, although some try.

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your

gates. - Deuteronomy 6:6-9 NIV

How does loving God with our heart, mind, soul and strength relate to the
instructions in Deuteronomy 6? Where do you have visible reminders of
God’s word in your home or office?

While it is helpful to have bible verses around to remind us of God’s truth, it

is more important to have the love of God deep in our hearts, affecting the
way we live rather than being content to display it on a coffee cup.

2. Love Your Neighbor

31 The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no
commandment greater than these." - Mark 12:31 NIV

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher,"
he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" ... 27 He answered, "
'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor
as yourself."" ... 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,
"And who is my neighbor?" - Luke 10:25, 27, 29 NIV

The teacher who questioned Jesus didn’t ask for the second most important
commandment, but he found out anyway. Jesus linked our love of God with
our love for our neighbor. In fact, this is the same answer he gave to the
expert in the law who asked how to inherit eternal life. We shouldn’t be
surprised that the most important commandment (along with the second
most important) will guide us to eternal life.

Luke said the man wanted to justify himself and so he asked, “Who is my
neighbor?” to which Jesus replied with the parable of the good Samaritan.

What was the implied answer to the man’s question about who our neighbor
is?

20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a
liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And
he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also
love their brother and sister. - 1 John 4:20-21 NIV

43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.' 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, - Matthew 5:43-44 NIV

Based on what we read in 1 John, can we love God and hate our brother? In
Matthew 5 Jesus addresses the issue of our heart rather than our actions.
Do you feel there is anyone we are justified in hating?

There will be people you find difficult to love. In fact, apart from God at work
in your heart it is virtually impossible to love your enemy. But in His
response, Jesus has linked our love of God with our love of our neighbor.
Perhaps this is why the most important commandment is to love God. The
more we align ourselves with Him, the more we are shaped into His image,
and we see others through His eyes and with His heart. Only then can we
begin to experience love for our enemies. There is an enemy we can hate, but
he is not a man. Our enemy is Satan. He deceives and leads others astray. The
people you may find most difficult to love are “prisoners of spiritual warfare”,
captives of our real enemy.

3. Not Far from the Kingdom

32 "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying
that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with
all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important

than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." - Mark 12:32-33 NIV




