41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many
rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put
in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 43 Calling his
disciples to him, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put
more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live
on." - Mark 12:41-44 NIV

Jesus wasn’t interested in the value of the currency donated, but when the
widow gave her two coins, she gave “all she had to live on”. In other words,
she surrendered her very life.

What does it mean to surrender our entire lives to Jesus? How does that
change the way you spend your money or your time, how you make
important decisions, or act towards others, or how you do business? What
are the areas that are hardest to surrender and why?

WRAP-UP

In a world obsessed with status and spectacle, Jesus reveals a kingdom where
motives matter more than money, and humility outweighs hype. Like the
scribes, we may be enticed to chase prestige and power. We may even be able
to enhance our own image to fool people, but we can’t fool God. For those
entrusted with leadership, God holds a high standard. They must be a
humble servant to all just as Jesus was. And when we willingly surrender
every area of our life to Him we bring Jesus a greater offering than all the
riches this world can offer.

MEMORY VERSE

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow
has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live
on." - Mark 12:43-44 NIV

Challenge —

Take a heart inventory and ask God to reveal any areas you have yet to fully
surrender to Him. Then pray for the strength to make changes in the way you
live that will honor and please your Heavenly Father as you surrender those
areas.

Seen By God
Gospel of Mark Ch. 12 - Week 4

INTRODUCTION

In this week’s passage we find Jesus is still in the temple courts teaching. He
has debated the religious elite and at least one of the scribes appears to be
honestly seeking answers. But Jesus addresses a major flaw in the scribes’
teaching. It reveals their hard hearts as does their actions towards the
vulnerable among them. But God searches our heart and sees those whose
motives are pure and those that aren’t. We may be able to impress the world
with flash and spectacle, but God sees through the hype and knows the truth.

Ice Breaker

Have you ever been fooled by an enhanced image of something online only to
discover that the item is cheap and worthless once you bought it?

Key Passages

35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, "Why do the
teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 David
himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: " 'The Lord said to my Lord:
"Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet." ' 37 David
himself calls him 'Lord.' How then can he be his son?" The large crowd
listened to him with delight. Mark 12:35-37 NIV

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Jesus defines the Messiah

The scribes along with the Pharisees and chief priests, were responsible for
teaching the people the Law of Moses, or the Torah (the first 5 books of the
bible). But instead of being a help in moral and spiritual life, they had
become an instrument for preventing true access to God. In Mark 12:35 Jesus
challenges the scribes’ motives in their teaching when He asks why they
teach the Messiah as the Son of David.

While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, "Why do the
teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the son of David?
- Mark 12:35 NIV

It was not inaccurate to call the Messiah the Son of David, but it was
incomplete, because the scribes did not believe the Messiah was divine, but
that he would be a human leader who descended from the line of David to
usher in an era of peace. How do you think their status would be affected if
the Messiah was God incarnate as opposed to being a mortal leader?



To give a more complete picture of the Messiah Jesus points them back to
Psalm 110 in which David prophesies about the Messiah.

1 Of David. A psalm. The LORD says to my lord: "Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." 2 The LORD will
extend your mighty scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of your
enemies!" 3 Your troops will be willing on your day of battle. Arrayed in
holy splendor, your young men will come to you like dew from the
morning's womb. 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind:
"You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek." 5 The Lord is at
your right hand; he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. 6 He will
judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the
whole earth. 7 He will drink from a brook along the way, and so he will
lift his head high. - Psalm 110:1-7 NIV

What kind of actions does this tell us the Messiah will take when he arrives?
What role will he have among the religious leaders (v. 4)? Why might this
view threaten the scribes?

We use an English translation of this Psalm, but it was written in Hebrew. In
Hebrew “the LORD” is the word y°hova meaning the proper name of the one
true God. And “my lord” is the word adon meaning master, owner or
sovereign. King David says the Messiah (adon) is his sovereign. The
explanation for this apparent contradiction is found in the book of
Revelation.

16 "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright
Morning Star." - Revelation 22:16 NIV

In this passage Jesus calls Himself both the root and offspring of David.
“There is but one solution of this difficulty. Messiah is at once inferior to
David as his descendent according to the flesh, and superior to him as the

Lord of a kingdom of which David is himself a subject and not the sovereign.

The human and divine natures of Christ, and the spirituality of His
kingdom--of which the highest earthly sovereigns are honored if they be
counted worthy to be its subjects--furnish the only key to this puzzle.” !

LJamieson, Fausset & Brown, . "Commentary on Mark 12." Blue Letter Bible. 19 Feb, 2000.

Christianity is based on the doctrine that Jesus is both fully God and fully
human. This is a unique and challenging aspect of our faith. What questions
arise when you consider the human and divine natures of Christ? How do
you treat unanswered questions about faith?

It can be difficult, but sometimes we must admit there are things about God
we don’t fully comprehend. Some of those questions may be cleared up as
you study the bible, others will have to “stay on the shelf” this side of heaven.

2. Jesus reveals hypocrisy

38 As he taught, Jesus said, "Watch out for the teachers of the law. They
like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces, 39 and have the most important seats in the synagogues
and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows' houses and
for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most
severely." - Mark 12:38-40 NIV

We have already seen Jesus expose the error of the scribes’ teaching, likely
related to their desire to occupy a place of authority and power unchallenged
by a future Messiah who could be a divine judge, priest and king. Now Jesus
warns the people to beware and understand what the scribes are doing.

What words would you use to describe the attitude of the scribes seen in
verses 38-39? What does it reveal about what they value most?

28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but
on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. ... 33 "You snakes!
You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?

- Matthew 23:28, 33 NIV

Jesus’ wrath was not directed against the lost sinners, but it was aimed at the
religious leaders who abused their positions of authority. Mark 12:40
juxtaposes the pious display of the scribes through lengthy prayers with their
devouring widow’s houses. They didn’t just solicit their property as gifts from
these vulnerable women, the word “devour” implies they took the houses by
forcible appropriation.

What does Jesus say will be the consequences of their actions? How does
this compare with Jesus’ pronouncement against the scribes and Pharisees
in Matthew 23?

26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave-- 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many." - Matthew 20:26-28 NIV

Those in leadership in the church carry a sacred charge to care for God’s flock
and represent Him accurately to the people. If you hold a position of
leadership in the church, remember what Jesus said in Matthew 20, if you
want to be great, you must become a servant to all.

3. Jesus rewards surrender
The scribes were long on prayers but short on compassion. In these last

verses in chapter 12 Jesus gives us a view through His lens into the heart
behind our offerings.



